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EDITORIAL
The Third Option

P

and individual health call for three areas of effort.
There is the elimination of the causes of illness. Malaria
and yellow fever are controlled as the carrier mosquito is
eliminated. The contaminated well is closed. The food
processing plant is inspected.
Isolation is another method. Many of us recall the bold
lettered signs posted at the front door of homes. These
quarantine signs warned the well and isolated the ill. The
isolation wards of our hospitals confirm its continuing
value.
Then there is the development of resistance through
vaccines and better nutrition and health habits. By these
means an inner resistance is developed which enables the
body to withstand the attacks of disease.
Therein lies a parable.
These methods of preserving physical well-being find
their counterparts in the maintenance of moral and spiritual
health.
UBLIC

CONTROL

As citizens of a community we do well to exercise
concern for those influences which affect the moral health
of our society. The literature on our newsstands, the movies
at the local theater; the availability of alcoholic beverages;
the prejudices which affect the lives of minorities are
legitimate concerns and should be controlled by proper
and legal means.
It could be observed that in certain Christian circles
this means of attaining moral health becomes the dominant
thrust. One would be forced to admit that it has met with
only limited success. There is a lack of agreement as to
what constitutes a present danger. There is the fear that
the cure may be worse than the disease. Vested interests
and the sinful nature of society thwart the efforts to
eliminate these causes of infection.
ISOLATION

A significant portion of the Christian community rely
on isolation to preserve the health. The degree of isolation
varies with the extreme example found in those who flee
to geographical frontiers to escape the cultural pressures
of their present communities. Any parent who takes his
responsibility seriously will protect his family by degrees
of isolation. No parent should needlessly expose his child
to a serious contagion. Likewise a responsible parent will
seek to control the influences and exposures which affect
the moral and spiritual well being of his child.
We would do well, I believe, to learn a lesson from
those concerned with our physical health. Perhaps I do
not visit the right places but it has been a long time since
I have seen a quarantine sign on a house. I would gather
that isolation is limited in its ability to produce health. It
Cover photo: The new Woodlawn Residence for Women, Messiah
College, completed for occupancy at the opening of the Fall Term,
September 1968.
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is the third means—inner resistance—to which modern day
medicine has turned.
And herein lies the message.
INNER RESISTANCE

The development of spiritual health and its maintenance is ultimately determined—not by the changing of the
environment or our * isolation from it—but by an inner
vitality that permits one to be "in but not of the world" and
to live "righteous in this evil generation."
This becomes the urgent task of Christian educationmore urgent in our day than heretofore.
Christian education must take seriously and realistically
the matter of Christian conversion. The ability to resist evil
and maintain spiritual health is inexorably dependent upon
the new life within.
Christian nurture must be vital and meaningful. The
study of Scripture for study's sake must give way to Biblical study that is meaningful for living. Teaching needs to
answer questions students are asking and raise questions
they should be asking.
The nurture ministry of the church also involves the
maintenance of a vital relationship with God. This devotional life of prayer and reading should be supplemented
by openness and honesty with one another and God.
The sensual, materialistic, and secular values of our
society stand in opposition to the Christian principles of
discipline, unselfishness, and denial. All media are carriers
of this disease which threatens to overcome us. Nor is
there any hiding place any more.
Christian education has its work cut out for it.
Z

$->uo*n. the Cditai:
O n e of the editors of a denominational paper which
I read with interest includes his " d i a r y " as one of the f e a tures of the magazine. I do not propose to start such a
column but do w a n t to share t w o experiences which I had
since the preparation of the last issue.
W e were present at a Study Conference on the campus
of Messiah College. The subject of the conference was "The
Brethren in Christ Doctrine of the Church." Underlying the
conference was the question, " H a s the Brethren in Christ
been given an insight into the nature and mission of the
church for which w e have a responsibility?" If so, does this
concept have a particular relevance to the needs of individuals and society in our day? The question was looked at
Biblically, historically, and practically.
In the presentations and discussion there was a large
degree of consensus. The Study Conference did raise questions which were unresolved and issues calling for further
study. It was suggested that the pages of the VISITOR become a forum to continue the dialogue. So you may look
f o r the Study Conference to continue on the pages o f future
issues of the VISITOR.
The other experience was to share in the Messiah College
faculty retreat held just prior to the opening of the college
year. This was an enlightening and encouraging experience.
(Continued on page seven)
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If the
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Is to
SURVIVE
Elbert N. Smith
N MANY AREAS the church school seems to be bogged
Iincreasing
down, while the rest of the world is moving at an
speed. Even in the face of new and exciting

developments in Christian witness, the church school plods
along.
For example, the Christian world is excited about small
group activities. Bible clubs, discussion groups, and prayer
groups tell of new commitment and outreach. Orville
Butcher of San Diego has a tremendous ministry among
couples who invite unsaved friends into their homes to
study the Bible each week. Many of these are led to the
Lord. Campus Crusade and Inter-Varsity are finding college young people eager to hear the message and meaning
of Christian commitment. The Mormons are winning high
school youth by meeting each morning for breakfast and
study—before school time. Housewives are giving a morning each week in depth Bible study and fellowship. Prayer
breakfasts for teens, or business men's breakfasts are opening new opportunities. These are only a few activities that
indicate there is a hunger for God and a desire to know
the Truth.

In the face of these new opportunities for fellowship
and discovery, what is happening to the church school?
One would think that it too should enjoy new vigor and
outreach, but this is not so. One of the largest and most
aggressive churches in the Los Angeles area reports that
they are having trouble holding church school attendance.
Some denominations are talking of discontinuing their
schools. In many areas adults have concluded that study
is only for the children. In Action Magazine, Bruce Shelly
notes a report from a Christian college that freshmen are
woefully ignorant of Bible knowledge even though they
have come up through the church school. Recently I was
searching for leadership training filmstrips. It was amazing
how few of the churches gave any attention to this important area of teacher improvement.
It almost appears that the church school is on a oneway street going in the wrong direction—decrease in
enthusiasm, decline in attendance, deterioration of commitment, while all around us the opportunities are greater
than ever before.
Perhaps we should ask—Is there a vital need for the
church school today? What is its purpose and function?
The writer is Chairman of the Commission on Sunday School and
pastor of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
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The recent study conference at Messiah College emphasized
five functions of the Church—Worship, Instruction, Fellowship, Outreach, and Service. The church school has been
most active in the area of instruction. This was the reason
for its founding—to teach the Word of God and to help
each individual grow in Christian grace. While we emphasize instruction in the Word, we can not grow in grace
without including worship, fellowship, witness, and service.
The church school must provide for growth in all of these
areas.
Is this purpose still a vital concern for the world of
today? Do the young people and adults need the fellowship in the Word, and the encouragement to spiritual
growth? We all agree that this is vital to Christian life,
if it is presented in an appropriate setting.
It appears then that the problem of the church school
does not lie in its purpose, for its purpose is as vital and
meaningful as ever. The problem then must be found in
the organization, the lesson materials, the teachers, or the
methods.
The Superintendent and his staff need to look at the
community and ask, "How can we reach these that are
un-reached?" Can we reach them through family fellowship
groups, Bible clubs, discussion of community problems,
informal activities, work projects, Men's Fellowship breakfast, etc? Perhaps we need to reorganize our classes—some
are using larger classes which create more enthusiasm,
some are providing electives for specialized interest. School
organization needs to be flexible, but the vision and message must be kept clear.
Teachers need to look at their objectives. Are my lessons
really touching the pupils at the level of their problems,
their interests and their needs? Am I helping them to grow
in spiritual understanding and faith? How can my pupils
translate these lessons into action in this community? Do
I have pupil involvement or am I merely talking at them?
Perhaps we are like the frustrated baby sitter who thumped
the mischieveous youngster down in a chair and commanded, "Sit still and think about Jesus!"
Techniques and methods can be helpful, but it is the
changed heart and life that is the goal of the teacher.
Teachers need to look at their lessons through the eyes of
their pupils. Do they really enjoy the story? What are
they learning from the work book? Do these activities mean
anything in their daily lives? Does the discussion lead to
any worthwhile conclusion, or is it idle chatter? Many
lessons have become stale, unappetizing, and even fossilized
because they do not relate to the fife of the pupil. Teachers
must translate lessons into life commitments.
We recently visited a large church school. The moment
we stepped in the door, there was a spirit of enthusiasm,
and fellowship, and excitement. The leaders were friendly
and dynamic. The class itself made you feel welcome.
The teacher was thoroughly prepared and taught with
conviction. The young people were having prayer meetings. They wanted to reach their friends for Christ. We
felt that here was a school that had purpose and challenge.
They meant business for Christ.
If your church school and mine is to serve this present
generation, we must begin with total commitment to Jesus
Christ. Then we will ask how can we help our pupils
grow in their ability to live as Christians? We will look
to our community and ask how we can reach these needy
persons with the Gospel. We will try to find new methods,
materials, organization that will help us do this task.
Success is not automatic, it takes hard work. Is it worth
the effort?
(3)

LOVE
The True Test of Spirituality
W. Dale Allison

OVE, what a common yet misunderstood word! What a
LLove
vital yet absent force in much of our world today!
is supposedly whispered by every groom to his bride

at the marriage altar, yet one out of every three marriages
ends in divorce. Love is to be the foundation of a happy
home, yet multitudes of children grow up in homes knowing little of its effects. Love is proclaimed to be the
heartbeat of the Christian church, yet many people turn
from her doors wondering if love is really present in the
lives of the members.
In much of society today, a high premium is placed
on "getting." Jesus Christ says the Christian life is based
on "giving." Love gives with no thought of receiving, no
thought of return, no thought of self. It expends itself to
the fullest degree.
The apostle Paul had to deal with a church that fell
prey to the wrong concept of love. It was the Corinthian
Church which held to selfish claims that they were exceedingly spiritual and demonstrated a high degree of
fervor. In the beginning chapters of his first letter to them,
Paul addressed their contentious questioning as to who
was their leader. Was it Paul or Apollos, Peter or Christ?
Not only did they feud as to their founder, but they began
to compare themselves. Who was the most spiritual? They
each wanted gifts that outwardly would show they were
the most spiritual.
Paul, in I Corinthians 12:31, reminds them that it is
perfectly in order to earnestly desire and cultivate the
best gifts, but that these gifts are not the true test of
spirituality. One can then read the minds of the people
as they received Paul's letter addressed to their church.
What then is the true test of spirituality?
To this, inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul answers. Only
the more excellent way of love will truly reveal one's
depth of spirituality. And to explain in full, he gives to
them and, in turn to us, I Corinthians 13.
Paul presents "The Superiorities of Love" in the first
part of this outstanding chapter, and begins by stating that
love is superior to eloquence. "Even if we could talk like
angels, without love we would be just blaring brass or
crashing cymbals." (Phillips) There is no value in a loveless noise. Our preaching and teaching may be sound and
orthodox, but if love is absent, they are of no use.
Love is superior to prophecy. "It is so important that
if we were God's messengers and could penetrate the
divine mysteries, grasp all knowledge of God's acts, and
exercise faith that could literally move mountains, but
have no love, we would be nothing" (Phillips). A study
This sermon was delivered during the campmeeting at Roxbury this
year. Rev. Allison is the pastor of the Refton congregation.

m

of the word nothing, in Greek, reveals that it means absolute zero, a point of temperature equal to -273 degrees
Centigrade or -459 degrees Fahrenheit, the point at which
a substance would have no motion or heat. Is this not
the hardest dart for self-love to endure? For it is precisely
pride, which is self-love, that feels that spiritual health is
tested by exceptional gifts of intellect, inspiration, and
faith. As one has written, "A thousand things may go to tell
the story of what a man has; only love tells what he is."
Love is superior to benevolence. "Love is so important
that if we disposed all we possess to feed the poor and
even give our body to be burned, yet without love we
achieve precisely nothing" (Phillips). The spirit of sacrifice
which denies the physical for the sake of the spiritual is
commendable, but if demonstration of this is not hidden
in love, then nothing spiritually is achieved.
Where is Heaven? asked a wealthy Christian of his
minister. "I can tell you where it is," was the quick reply.
"Go to the store, buy ten dollars worth of provisions and
necessities, and take them to that poor widow on the
hillside who has three sick children. She is poor and a
member of the church. Take a nurse and someone to
cook the food. When you get there, read the Twenty-Third
Psalm, kneel by her side, and pray. Then you will find out
where heaven is."
Without love, self-giving love, eloquence, prophecy, or
benevolence will amount to exactly nothing.
Paul then moves to "The Superlatives of Love." Love
is slow to lose patience. This suggests that long waiting
of time in which man refuses to give way to his burning
passions of selfishness. Did not Jesus demonstrate this at
the garden gate when Judas took love's most tender and
exclusive token, a kiss, and made it a base instrument of
treachery? Did Jesus flare up? No! He made one last
appeal to Judas' conscience. "Friend, why did you come?"
Love is kind. The original Greek suggests one who lays
himself out for kindly service. He has a passion for usefulness without consideration for cost to self or reward.
Is it not this love we see on the cross? Christ's hands were
nailed, but He was free. He could provide for a suffering
mother. He could forgive a thief. He could keep His tongue
still, and He could die for mockers. My brethren, is our
love so free, kind, and contagious?
Love is not jealous or boastful. It is not vainly desirous
of equality. It has been said, "Envy makes the mud that
failure throws at success."
Love is not puffed up. As J. B. Phillips paraphrases it,
"It is neither anxious to impress, nor does it cherish inflated
ideas of its own importance." Sometime in our life we all
have blown soap bubbles. We blew hot air into a soap
solution and soon bubbles floated in masses. They were
Evangelical

Visitor

so pretty in the atmosphere, but soon they burst because
the thin soap pocket could not hold the hot air for long.
This is an example of almost nothing blown up! Love is
not just a mass of hot air in a thin pocket that may burst
at any time. For love is not inflated with the pride of
self-importance. It is motivated by a giving of self to
others.
Love behaves not unseemly. This simply means that
love is not tactless. John Deane has stated, "The earnest
are often impatient. The honest are often unlovely. The
frank are often unsympathetic. The sympathetic may be
weak, but love balances our inner life and thus keeps our
virtues in proportion."
Love seeks not her own. It never has an eye on gain,
good, peace, success, or comfort. It never "demands" its
own rights for selfish gain. Christ gives to us the perfect
example. "He emptied Himself of all but love. And bled
for Adam's helpless race."
Love is not provoked. The King James Version includes
the word "easily," but in the original translation this is
absent. Love never gets into a sudden outburst of rage
because it is sure there is an explanation and waits
patiently.
Love thinks no evil. It does not reckon up the evil
done because it realizes that thought life finds an outlet
in character. Love keeps only a creditor's, never a debtor's,
list.
Love rejoices not in iniquity. It can never be pleased
at another's failures or error. Love cannot accept the spirit
of "he deserved what he got."
These superlative qualities are determinants of one's
spirituality.
Paul closes this wonderful chapter on love with "The
Supremacy of Love." Love is perennial in its supremacy. It
never ends! Love, as J. B. Phillips has stated, is the one
thing that still stands when all else has fallen. It exists

eternally. It has a part to play on eternity's stage, and will
never be hissed off as a bad actor. It cannot fall out of
existence because the very essence of God is love.
Love is progressive in its supremacy. It is always progressing toward the perfect; always striving for the complete amid the incomplete. Now our knowledge is incomplete, our prophecy is incomplete. But love within us is a
dynamic force which seeks completion.
Just as a man puts away his childish speech, feelings,
and thoughts, so tongues and prophecy will be ended; but
love will progress on through eternity. At the present we
are only looking at puzzling reflections in a mirror. The
time will come, however, when we shall see reality whole
and face to face.
At the present all we know is a little fraction of the
truth, but the time will come when we shall know truth
as fully as God knows us.
What a challenge love gives to us! It plants within us
a germ seed of eternity and someday we'll enjoy the full
bloom forever and ever.
Lastly, love is permanent in its supremacy. The New
English Bible renders verse 13 thus, "In a word, there are
three things that last forever; faith, hope, and love; but
the greatest of them all is love."
Why is love so permanent even over faith and hope?
Faith and hope are temporary. They work by love and
manifest themselves by love. In eternity, faith and hope
will lose themselves in realization but love will remain.
As Christians, with love as the germ seed of eternity
within us now, we certainly want to see its full bloom. The
way to see this is to keep on loving and loving and loving.
Is it any wonder that Paul declares for us that love
is the only true test of spirituality? Dare we ever forget
that love is superior to all of the Spirit's gifts, and that love
is like Jesus in its virtues?
"Therefore, make love your aim." I Corinthians 14:1 RSV

The Art of Visitation
Fay M. Orrison
is a wonderful ministry. Christ who met the
V
people individually as He walked the dusty paths of
Palestine has set an example for us today. In our Sunday
ISITATION

schools and churches there is a crying need for lay people
to visit prospects, absentees, and extension members. And
no doubt there are hundreds of persons who long as I did
to volunteer for this service, but fear and timidity hinder
them. Others volunteer but lack experience.
"We learn by doing" has proved true in my case as
I have made thousands of calls for a church in one of our
large cities. From the experience gained I am passing on
five suggestions. They might be called visitation values.
The value of love. It is of supreme importance to be
full of love for souls, and to go forth with an outreach of
heart for needy lives. The person who is full of fear is selfcentered. Perfect love casts out fear. Reach out to others
and fear will diminish.
The value of a smile. Remember that the people you
meet will likely feel many of the same emotions and reactions which you experience in meeting strangers. There
September
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will be timidity and reticence, sometimes resentment or
irritation. Resistance to change will usually be strong. The
visitor must dispel these barriers. A smile that radiates
from a joy-filled personality will act like sunshine on snow.
Friendliness expressed in a warm smile will win friendliness in return.
The value of being in the home. Among inexperienced
visitation workers I have found a tendency to start talking
on the porch. If an area-wide canvass is in progress, it is
correct to tell your mission as you stand at the door. But
for all other purposes of visitation, talking on the porch will
usually spell defeat. How do you get into the house? I
have used one method with good success.
First, introduce yourself. Often the visitor simply gives
his name and the church he represents. The American
Soul Clinic of California uses a more friendly introduction
which is especially good in smaller communities or for
visitation in areas near the church. They advise something
like this, "I am Mrs. Williams from your neighborhood
(Continued on page thirteen)
(5)

MISSIONS

WHY
A Ministry to
Students?
joe Smith, Delhi, India

GOD HAS CONFIRMED to my wife and me the value
and necessity of this ministry to which He called us. This
confirmation has come during the ten years we have been
working here, both in our own contacts with students and
from others engaged in a similar work.
The reasons and proofs deserve your consideration.

A weekly Bible class. Members are French, Irish, Dutch, and
American and include personnel from the United Nations,
American Embassy and U.S.A.I.D.

or to foreign countries have started Bible studies, leading
others into the knowledge and Christian experiences they
themselves have met. Others have gone into theological
seminaries and into Christian student work.
Whose Authority Is Recognized?
Another reason, especially apropos to India, for contacting students at university level is stated clearly by
Dr. B. Paradkhar, an Evangelical Christian Professor of
Philosophy, who makes the point that India is an authoritarian society—demonstrated by the caste system and the
joint family system. All authority is vested in those at the
top of the social structure of society and filters downward
to those at the bottom. "If we fail to grapple with educated
people," he contends, "and always work with the uneducated, the church is bound to fail. The higher echelons
of society will not listen to the message given by the less
educated.
The Indian university student—the privileged one out of
460 persons in India who enrolls in a college—enjoys this
position of authority to the community; and it is he who
must be won to Jesus Christ in order to produce authoritative leadership for the Indian Church. In the past the
church here has produced too few deeply spiritual leaders
who were also well educated. But we thank God for men
both spiritually worthy and academically qualified who

Dr. M. Toyotome, from California, outlining to a group of students
and college professors a system for Christian witness by lay people.

Who Can Qualify for Leadership?
When the Lord called us to student work He gave us
the challenge to "teach faithful men who will be able to
teach others also," 2 Tim. 2:2.
At university level a student should be learning the
tools of study and research and also how to communicate.
At this significant learning period of their lives, therefore,
we are convinced that we must contact them and win them
to a love for Jesus Christ and for God's Word. With a
little training they will be "able to teach others also." Many
students who have gone out from the University of Delhi
to their homes or to jobs in other parts of this country
Joe and Marietta Smith are engaged in a ministry to university
students at Delhi, India.
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Three Tibetan refugees are being introduced to a Fellowship Group.
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are now coming to places of Christian leadership in this
land.

Is the Student Receptive to the Gospel?
We have observed that the university student, whether
nominally Christian or Hindu or of another religious back-

FIRSTS
For the B in C's
in
Nicaragua
Naomi Brechriill who has joined the
Wolgemuths m^Nicaragua.

John Sider, Joe Smith, and Allen Buckwalter attending annual
Evangelical Fellowship of India Conference in Pooma.

ground, tends to be actually a-religious—that is, without
any kind of personal faith. Confronted with the secular
and scientific climate of the university, his former traditional beliefs and superstitions prove less and less tenable
and relevant; and so he tends to ignore them. Disillusioned
students are often receptive to the Gospel.
Some young people, of course, take the attitude of the
professor who stated: "What I believe doesn't make any
difference in life"—at best an irrational and dishonest point
of view. But others, while still maintaining the motions and
forms of their religion, will admit that they recognize an
inner vacuum that neither their religion nor secularism

Water in the pipes a t Esquipulas. July 5, we had water
to our building. This is the first w a t e r system in t h e
history of the town. The price of land has more t h a n
tripled!
Weddings—Six couples were married ecclesiastically on
July 20. Not all were believers—just one with some of
the couples; and it was a triumph of grace t h a t unbelieving mates were willing to come.
Baptisms—After weddings we could proceed with baptisms. August 3 we went to t h e Masaya Lake with a
goodly group for a service in which 15 believers were
baptized. The following Saturday another man was
baptized, one who had not been able to come t o t h e
earlier service because of his work.
Church Members—Ten adults and six young people,
twelve years of age or older, were taken into t h e
Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua. Do pray t h a t
they may continue to be real witnesses for Him. We
hope to have doctrine classes in t h e other places of
worship as we do have other believers t h a t should
be brought into the fellowship.
Anniversaries—Arollo, May 13. Santo Domingo, where
we have our largest group of adults and young people,
July 20. Cuarezma, Aug. 18. These three places are
well attended unless rain interferes.
Bible Memory Campaign in Esquipulas—10 chapters
to be awarded by nice Bible. (We expect a further
write-up on this campaign)
Recruit from U. S.—Naomi Brechbill arrived August
23 to join in work with us.
The Howard Wolgemuths

From the Editor
(Continued from page t w o )

Welcome visitors from Africa—Dr. Bob Worman and Winnie.

fills. These people are searching for answers and for that
which is relevant.
We have seen, time and again, that a student whose
complacency has been shattered will receive and find
satisfaction in the Truth of the Good News that Jesus
Christ is a living Lord whom he can know personally today.
September
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It was enlightening as w e observed the faculty a n d a d ministrators review their efforts to interpret and implement
the academic task of the college within a Christian framework.
It was gratifying to sense the concern which permeated
the retreat. A real effort is being made to make the Christian
f a i t h vital within the uniqueness of a college atmosphere.
The new spirit on college campuses, sometimes referred t o
as the "student r e v o l u t i o n , " was recognized. Extended studies
a n d considered recommendations bearing upon student life
on the campus were part of the matters discussed. Had our
youth been present I feel confident they w o u l d have said
"They are listening to u s . " Had parents been present they
w o u l d have said, "Those are the same concerns w e h a v e . "
(Continued on page ten)
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Two Teenage Mountain Climbers
If only—dads would-let their teenago sons know what is
going on!
Bill had a lot of respect for his father even though he
got carried away with his obey-God-at-any-cost routine at
times. Mr. James was a real crank about following the
commands of God even when they cut across personal
pleasures.
(By the way, the names in this story are fictitious to
protect the reader.)
Many times his dad had told Bill that years ago, long
before Bill was born, he and Mrs. James had felt strong
leadings from the Lord to leave their home in Switzerland
and emigrate to western Canada. Although Mr. James was
highly successful in business, and although his relatives
and friends raised many protests about such a hare-brained
scheme, the day of parting came.
Coming to Dawson Creek, British Columbia, the James
family soon settled in this mountain country, and once
again, Mr. James prospered. The people of the community
came to respect him even though they wondered about
his almost fanatical determination to worship God at all
costs.
One day, when Bill was sixteen, Dad announced that
he had had a very disturbing dream the night before.
And because of that dream, he was taking Bill on a trip
to the mountains.
Bill didn't find the prospects very alarming. He liked
to hike among the rugged hills. "Where are we going,
Dad?"
Mr. James was evasive. "Well, son, I'm not quite sure
just where we're going, but God has promised to let me
know when we get there."
So early the next morning they started out. Mr. James
took two young men from the office along to help with the
camping gear. Even then the weight of their gear was
too much, so they loaded the rest on the back of a donkey.
Bill was excited about the trip but a bit embarrassed when
some neighbors saw them leave. The look on their faces
revealed their surmise that Mr. James was on one of his
"The Lord has commanded it" trips again.
After some really rugged hiking for two and a half
days Mr. James called a halt. Pointing to a mountain almost
obscured in the distance, he declared, "That's the place!
Bill and I are going on alone. You men stay here with the
donkey.
This was a little much for Bill. "But Dad, that's a high
mountain. What gives?"
Mr. James had a far-away look. And then a tear rolled
down his cheek. "God wants you and me to worship Him
on that mountain. In fact, he wants us to build an altar
and give him our very best offering!"
Bill knew better than protest further. So father and
(8)

Paul Hostetler

son started on. When they finally came to the place, they
gathered stones and made a really first-class altar. Then
the blow fell.
"God has told me, Bill, that I have come to love you
too much—so much that you have replaced God. So he
has commanded me to kill you and offer you as a sacrifice!"
Bill backed away warily. His dad must be out of his
mind! But Mr. James was too quick. He grabbed Bill and
tied him up. While Bill shouted in desperation for help,
his father, with tears streaming down his cheeks, put him
on the altar.
"Please, PLEASE, Dad," pleaded Bill, don't do this unspeakable thing. I want to live! Please!"
But Mr. James, his arm weighing seeming tons, resolutely raised a sharp knife. Bill gave one last anguished sob.
Just then a loud voice arrested the action! "Mr. James,
do not lay your hand on your son, because now I know
you truly love God more than him!" It was the voice of an
angel!
The knife clattered to the rocks and father embraced
son. The knots were soon untied and Bill jumped up and
down. "I'm saved, I'm saved, I'm saved!"
He picked up a rock and flung it with the abandon
of joy and the strength of youth. It carromed off a boulder
and scared some mountain goats half to death! With tails
high they fled for their lives!
Bill never forgot that day. Who could? In some ways
it may be hard to believe, but he followed in the footsteps
of his father, living a life of Godliness and service.
And now, the story of the second teenager. The true
account above, a modern day "translation" of Abraham
and Isaac's experience, is a parable of the true story which
follows.
Eugene was eighteen years old. Night after night he
had been attending a tent-revival meeting in North
Lawrence, Ohio. And night after night the burden of sin
weighed heavier and heavier.
On one of the concluding nights the evangelist, John
Rosenberry, preached mightily on God's judgment on
sinners. As the sermon progressed, Eugene felt more and
more condemned until it seemed that he would surely
die unless someone intervened.
How he got there he doesn't remember, but as the
service ended he found himself pleading for his very life
at the crude altar in the tent. Like Isaac, he had no choice
Evangelical
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

A New Curriculum for our Sunday Schools

Don Shafer
in the life of the Brethren in Christ
Fhighweyouth
have planned a curriculum of our own for senior
and adults. This series of study books was
OR THE FIRST TIME

planned by the Commission on Christian Education Literature of our brotherhood, written by a Brethren in Christ
author, to be printed by our Evangel Press, and written
especially for Brethren in Christ Sunday Schools.
The plan is to produce a series of our study books on
"The Heritage of the Brethren in Christ." The one already
written for the first quarter of 1969 is entitled, "ADVENTURE IN DISCIPLESHIP." It is the story of our early
beginnings. The book traces the life of our fathers in an
interesting history. The discussion questions for each
chapter are aimed at helping us relate our past to our
present mission. A teacher's guide is also being provided
to give the purpose of each lesson and suggestions for
teaching it in the Sunday school.
because he had been born in sin. Like Isaac, he was confused and angry and condemned. And like Isaac, he wanted
to live and not die!
But it seemed as though a huge, sharp spike was raised
above his head to bring deserved death for committed
sins. And then the spike came arching downward. Was
there no escape?
At that terrible moment a rugged piece of timber was
thrust between Eugene and certain death. On that cross
was a spotless lamb. The spike tore into the hand of one
who had touched the filthy leper and made him clean! It
crushed the bones of the "Lamb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world!"
It thudded into the wood of that cross so deeply that
all the angels in hell have found it utterly impossible to
dislodge it in the twenty-five silver years which have
followed!
And I felt I could love Him forever!
So tender and loving was He.
I took Him that day as my Saviour,
The stranger of Galilee!
Perhaps you have guessed.
my Mt. Moriah that evening
Calvary? You theologians and
the above treatment of Isaac.
Isaac would be in agreement.
September
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I was the one who found
in Ohio. Or was it Mt.
typists will struggle with
But I have a feeling that

While it is our own story, we have already had people
not closely related to the brotherhood who reviewed some
of the lessons and found them interesting and challenging.
We believe anyone interested enough to attend a Brethren
in Christ Sunday school will find these study books interesting and beneficial.
The second quarterly will be on certain of the distinctive doctrines of our denomination. It will be aimed at
helping us to understand the reason for our existence
among the protestant groups of the 20th century.
Why should we write study books for our own group?
Why should we write on the heritage of our brotherhood?
There are a number of reasons. We have had more than
a few of our people express dissatisfaction with the proliferation of materials being used in our Sunday schools.
Some schools use as high as 7 or 8 different publishers.
What kind of coordinated study will result from that sort
of curriculum? Then the Commission on Christian Education Literature became convinced of a need to make available study books to help our people be more knowledgeable and appreciative of our heritage. It does seem reasonable that if we exist as a denomination with a unique
ministry we need to focus our vision. Only if we properly
understand our past can we be motivated for our present
ministries. In brief, this new curriculum is being developed
and made available to help us see where we come from and
where we are going as a brotherhood. We had to start
somewhere and we sensed our greatest need among youth
and adults. Thus these books are written for those age
levels.
It is planned that any Sunday school now ordering
their senior high and adult quarterlies from Evangel Press
and/or Christian Light Bookstores will have opportunity
to receive the first study book for use during the first
quarter of 1969. It will replace the usual uniform series for
just the one quarter.
The second study book will be available for one of the
quarters of 1970, the third during 1971, and the final one
of the heritage series in 1972.
This curriculum therefore is coming through the normal
channels that Sunday schools use in ordering their senior
high and adult quarterlies. We believe they will meet a
long-standing need and compose a fresh and unique literature for our Sunday schools.
However, we are under no delusion to think that this
curriculum will solve all the problems of youth and adult
classes. For when all is said and done, a curriculum is no
better than the teacher and the group using the literature.
It is our fervent hope and prayer that these study books
will provide both teachers and pupils some fresh guidance
to seek the will of God in light of the faith of our fathers.
May it help us in the living of our own history for future
generations.
(9)

Join
an
e
Circle
Sewing has been an integral part of the
African Brethren in Christ educational program and women's meetings from the beginning of the work in Africa. The African
girls and women have proved to be apt
learners. Pictured is teacher Edith Miller
giving instruction at the secondary or high
school level.

It is impossible to import into Rhodesia material or
made up gowns for hospital use, because the country has
enough materials of its own. But our African sisters in
Rhodesia can and want to sew for the Lord and the
hospital. Two dollars will provide material for the making
of one hospital gown, and here is where you can help.
"We did a similar thing at Maclia (Zambia) and it did
wonders for the women," writes Miriam Stern; "They feel
then that it is their hospital. This could be the basis for a
sort of Women's Auxiliary here . . . $2 per gown and we
at this end will organize the women into sewing groups.
Mtshabezi hospital, for one, was using the denim gowns
you made awhile back, but the need for new ones has just
come up. We wish you the best in presenting this. I believe
it will catch fire."

Asked to write to the WMSA secretary about the
situation in the Mtshabezi Hospital, Geri Heisey's enthusiasm showed fire!
" W e have already approached our pastor's wife here
about forming a sewing circle with ladies from our congregation. Her response was, T have forty women who want to
come and sew. W e want you to tell us when to come.' Pastor
Dube's wife is a natural leader for this as she herself is a
good seamstress and has won awards for her sewing in local
women's clubs.
"In fact, we think the whole Rhodesian church, with the
exception of the distant Gwaai, could participate. There are
enough cars around now that we can visualize a carload of
women coming once a month from Wanezi and one from
Matopo to sew. These women could sew hospital gowns, hem
sheets, mend, etc., and be a real asset to the hospital.
"If the sisters at home would send the money with which
to buy fabric to make these necessary articles and the women
here would gather together to do the sewing, it would form
a real bond of service between the church in America and
the church in Rhodesia—'co-laborers together with God' rendering our service to Him and to our fellowmen.
"It is more rewarding to do than to give money, I know.
However, we do need this support; and if you provide it, our
women here will have the opportunity for service also."

So here's a special challenge to those of us who cannot
sew or find opportunity to attend a sewing circle and to
those congregations that have no sewing circles: $2 for
buying material (in Rhodesia) for one hospital gown—and
the sisters in Africa will do the sewing.
Give through your local WMSA church treasurer, or
send it direct to
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Mrs. John Rnepper, R. 1, Duncannon, Pa. 17020. ^
Mark your gift: "For hospital gowns in Rhodesia.
Let it catch fire!
BCM Office, for WMSA Secretary

From the Editor
(Continued from page seven)
I was impressed by the oneness of purpose and unity
of spirit. I was a g a i n grateful for a college that maintains a
high sense o f academic integrity within the Brethren in Christ
understanding of the Christian f a i t h and Christian discipleship.
Enough for my j o u r n e y i n g s —
Summer now raises problems in our local church program
whch are relatively new to Brethren in Christ. W h a t w i t h
youth camps, f a m i l y camps, week-end retreats, General Conference, campmeetings, f a m i l y vacations, and weekend
camping trips can a pastor or Sunday school superintendent

do?

There is one t h i n g ! Revitalize the program as f a l l comes.
This includes the Sunday s c h o o l — o r Church school as Elbert
Smith calls it in the lead article. In it he asks a serious question which w e should take just that w a y .
The tie in w i t h the f a l l Forward Campaign finds an
article on "The A r t of V i s i t a t i o n " and also a pre-view of
the development of the new Brethren in Christ series of lessons on the life and doctrines of the church.
W e are pleased to include in this issue a fine sermon
by one of our younger pastors. This sermon "Love, the
True Test of Spirituality" was presented during the Roxbury
Campmeeting.
Asia has forced itself upon our lives in this generation.
J a p a n , Korea and now Vietnam are now more than names
in a geography book. The population pressure and i d e o l o g i cal threats o f China a n d India are realities w i t h which w e
must live. These realities not only affect our personal lives
but the mission of the church and the meaning of discipleship.
W e begin on page twelve of this issue the first in a series o f
five articles on "The Asian D r a m a . " W e believe that this series
w i l l help us in our understanding of the despair and hope
of this great a w a k e n i n g continent. These have been prepared by the Mennonite Central Committee.
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Groundbreaking
for
Paradise Church

Already a pastor's residence is located on Long Meadow
road a few doors west of the church site. Rev. Wenger has
taken residence in the parsonage in order to become ac-

Henry N. Hostetter
HE MOST recently launched extension church of the
TRegional
Brethren in Christ Church is located in the Allegheny
Conference on Long Meadow Road, Paramount

development, in the northeastern area of the city of
Hagerstown, Maryland. The lot was purchased from one
farm which is fast being transformed into an urban area.
To the east, west, and south, there has already been much
building. On the immediate north side of the lot, there
are still open fields.
The groundbreaking service, held at 3:00 p.m., Sunday
afternoon, July 14, 1968, was in charge of Rev. J. Ralph
Wenger, pastor of the new church. Approximately eightyfive people attended this service. Among them were friends
from the local community and from Brethren in Christ
Churches in the surrounding area as well as from more
distant points.

The Pastor, Ralph Wenger, meets friends who have been present
for the groundbreaking.

quainted with the community while keeping contact with
the sanctuary in building.
Anyone desiring to contribute capital funds toward
this building project should send them to Rev. E. H.
Wenger, P. O. Box 128, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055. For
current expense and support of the pastor, send to Brethren
in Christ Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

Financial Report
BOARD FOR MISSIONS
General Fund Statement
Second Quarter 1968
Canadian Balance, April 1, 1968
U.S.A. Balance, April 1, 1968
Bank Exchange
Canadian Receipts
$13,335.62
U.S.A. Receipts
'.
71,464.31
Loan

Bishop H. A. Ginder turns a shovel of sod at the groundbreaking
service. Sharing in the service are left to right: P. W. McBeth, Simon
Lehman, Jr., H. N. Hostetter, Charles Rife, and Ralph Wenger.

Bishop Henry A. Ginder of the Allegheny Conference
gave a brief meditation on the theme "The Church." He
spoke of the church being sound structurally, socially, and
spiritually if it shall effectively minister to any community,
applying this both to the building that is about to be
erected as well as the church which worships in the building. Those participating in the groundbreaking ceremony
were Rev. Charles W. Rife, chairman of the Allegheny
Conference Extension Board; Rev. Henry N. Hostetter,
Director of Extension Churches; Bishop Henry A. Ginder;
and Rev. J. Ralph Wenger.
The contractor was prepared to begin construction
of the building immediately and anticipates an early completion.
September
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Total Receipts and Balances
Disbursements
U.S.A.
Administration
$11,540.72
Personnel
16,111.36
Informational Services
840.35
Africa
15,441.03
India
4,458.92
Japan
5,356.25
Nicaragua
647.57
Bangalore
450.00
Delhi
860.01
Navajo
1,524.99
Chicago
321.52
San Francisco
390.00
Mission Churches
5,816.48
Extension Churches
10,363.13
Christian Service
Ministries
- 4,639.00
Total Disbursements $78,761.33

Canada
578.17

480.93
(9,703.94)
1.95

84,799.93
14,000.00
.$89,578.87

19.00
167.50
7,180.00

610.50
2,559.99
1,000.00
$12,115.16

Deficit Balance, June 30, 1968
Analysis of Balance

J

...U.S.A.
Canada

90,876.49
($ 1,297.62)

($3,000.96)
1,703.34
($1,297.62)
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MESSIAH COLLEGE

7:30 p.m. A variety music program will be
presented by alumni and students. A unique
feature will be the unveiling of specially commissioned portraits of past presidents of the
College painted by Dr. C. Guy Stambach of
York, Pennsylvania. Class reunions and getting
acquainted sessions will add zest and color to
the» occasion.

advantage of this special opportunity to observe and participate in campus life.
Pastors are urged to inform their young
people of this event and to demonstrate their
interest and concern by accompanying them
to the College—for Seniors Day!

Christian Life Emphasis Week
Dr. Claude A. Ries, for many years chairman of the Division of Theology and Christian
Education at Houghton College, Houghton,
New York, will be the guest minister for the
annual Christian Life Emphasis Week, September 30-October 4. The College requests
special prayer for this spiritually significant
event.
Dr. Ries, who has given his life to Christian
higher education and particularly the training
of ministerial students, holds degrees from
Asbury College, Syracuse University, and Winona Lake School of Theology. He received
his Th.D. from Northern Raptist Seminary.

Founders Day
The newly instituted Founders Day will be
part of the Homecoming Weekend at Messiah
College, October 18-20. A meeting of the
Board Committees will be held in the morning
followed by a special chapel service at 11:30
a.m. The full board will convene in t h e afternoon. The event of the evening will be a
Founders Fellowship Dinner in the College
dining hall.

College Day for Seniors
Two events of significance will share the
campus spotlight October 18: Founders Day
and Seniors Day. On this date high school
seniors will be guests of the College. Those
who've already chosen Messiah College, and
those still undecided, are encouraged to take

Homecoming Day—Saturday, October 19
The Alumni Council will meet for a
luncheon—business meeting at 12:30 p.m.
Afternoon activities will focus on intercollegiate soccer and cross-country sports meets. The
day's events will climax with the Homecoming Convocation in the Alumni Auditorium at

Parents Day—Sunday, October 20
Dr. Samuel F . Wolgemuth ('36) of Wheaton, Illinois will be the guest speaker in the
Sunday morning worship service. Dr. Wolgemuth is a member of the College Board of
Trustees and Associates, chairman of the
Board for World Missions and president of
Youth for Christ International.
The new women's residence hall, accommodating 170 co-eds, will be dedicated at
2:30 p.m. Following the service of dedication
there will be a faculty-parent tea and open
house. Classrooms and student residence halls
will be open to visitors.
Music-Lecture Series Expanded
A sixth program has been added to the
1968-69 Music-Lecture Series: The Triskelion
Trio from the Texas Technological Institute
at Lubbock. Their performance is scheduled
for March 29. The ensemble artists are Dr.
Thomas Redcay, pianist, Dr. James Barber,
violinist, and Dr. Arthur Follows, violoncellist.
The season will open October 15 with a
performance by the Alard String Quartet who
are in residence at Penn State University.
Season tickets are now available from the
College. The additional feature in the series
makes the season ticket (at $7.00) particularly attractive.

THE ASIAN DRAMA —

Conflict in Asia
William
Asia is a large area of the world, beginning with the Middle
East—more correctly referred to as Western Asia—and going all the
way to the Pacific Ocean. More popularly, however, Asia is considered to be the area east of Pakistan. It is an area about which
most Americans know relatively little, but it has been getting more
attention because of American involvement in Vietnam in the
longest war in American history. It is an area in which there is
much conflict, with the prospect that things may get much worse
before they get better There will be many changes in Asia within
the next ten years, and the major question is whether these will be
peaceful or violent.
A major development in the past 25 years is the end of colonialism
and the rebirth of Asian countries with a strong sense of nationalism
with much conflict within their borders and with their neighbors.
Nationalism has affected the Christian churches, especially the freedom of North American and European missionary efforts. The Christian church which had its beginnings in Western Asia has, nevertheless, been largely looked upon as a "potted plant" that was imported
from the West. Every Christian endeavor in Asia today encounters
the reality of nationalism.
Another factor in Asia today is the presence of hunger and
overpopulation. One writer has called it the "food and mouth gap."
Any visitor in Indonesia, India, or China—the most pivotal countries
of Asia—is soon aware that food shortages and exploding populations
are the most important concerns for political leaders on both national
and local levels. Progress has been made in agriculture within the
past five years, particularly in India, but much more needs to be
done. But these steady advances are largely negated with the rise
in number of births. Establishing a balance between population and
production is a must for peace in Asia.
An additional factor causing unrest in Asia today, and the
rest pf the world, for that matter, is the Vietnam war. A series of
blunders which, in my opinion were based on lack of understanding
of the Asian situation, took the United States into an undeclared and
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Snyder
unconstitutional war whose reverberations are being felt within the
structure of American society and around the world.
The most pressing problem for statesmen at this moment is to
resolve the Vietnam conflict. The Vietnam war is also testing the
Christian church in North America by requiring a decision whether
its own temptation toward nationalism is above its Lord's teachings.
Where do w e go as Christians in confronting the challenge
of these millions of people for whom Christ died and who hunger
both for bread and for a better life? I am thankful that we have
not passed by on the other side and that there is an increasing
interest in Asia. But we have only begun; we must strengthen our
efforts.
First, let us be servants and work with Asian people as a whole,
and with Asian Christians specifically, toward realization of goals
that they set for themselves. Their cry for increased food production
and help in teaching their people sound principles of population
control should bring from us a stronger response than we have made
thus far. The servant role would also suggest that w e attempt to
appreciate their customs and cultures rather than attempt to remake
them in another image.
Second, let us recognize that change must come from their own
people and there is nothing we can do for them that they do not
want for themselves. I believe this will apply on the national scale
as well as in the church and its work. It will not be easy, but there
is no other alternative.
Third, let us recognize that the problems of Asia are not new
—it is only the magnitude that is different. Giving a man the
knowledge and skills to raise his own bread is just as scriptural as
distributing bread to the hungry. If these acts of mercy in development grow out of our Christian commitment, the church will have
many opportunities to call men to Christ. A realistic appraisal for
the next decade is that our ministry in Asia will be in situations of
intense conflict in which we must be increasingly flexible and
responsive to the Asian Christian churches.

Evangelical Visitor

The Art of Visitation
(Continued from page five)
church (give name of your church), and I have come over
to get acquainted." This is less formal and is often more
effective.
After the introduction, stand very still, keep smiling,
but do not say another word! The pause which follows may
press in hard upon you and there may be an overpowering
urge to hurry on and tell your errand. The pause is felt
by the other person also—something must be said. As you
remain silent, you will be rewarded by the gracious invitation, "Won't you come in?" In the intimate surrounding of the home, your message will be much more readily
given and received.
The value of listening. During the first half of the
conversation let the other person do most of the talking.
This is a secret of success. A few well-chosen questions
will usually unleash a flood of response. If you do know
the family church affiliation, you might ask, "Do you
attend church regularly?" The word regularly is important.
Otherwise the church of preference may be given though
the family may not attend.
As you sit and listen to the responses to your questions,
sooner or later some heartfelt need will be expressed—
family trouble, or sickness, or soul hunger for God. Now
is your chance to minister. What an opportunity to present
Christ as satisfaction for the hungry heart, as Healer to
the sick, as the One who stills the tempests of trouble! You
have been able to meet a definite need as you never could
have done if you had not listened.
The value of becoming acquainted. But there are times
when the person you visit is withdrawn. The heart's door
does not easily open. Here you need a point of contact.
Look about you and somewhere you will find something
in which the person is deeply interested. I have often said,
"What a lovely flower garden! Are you the gardener?" Or
you may pay attention to the babe in its mother's arms,
or to the family pet.

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
The Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church
held a Galilean service at Gary Meyer's Pond
Sunday evening, August 25. Rev. Harry Bert
spoke and there was music by an instrumental
group and a quartet.
Lt. Charles McCaffrey of the Juvenile Aid
Division, New York City spoke to the parents
in the morning service at the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church Sunday, September
1. In the evening he spoke to the youth of the
congregation.
A Peace Conference was held at the Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church September 1,
with Bishop Roy Sider of Canada as guest
speaker.
Rev. Eugene Wingert, son of Rev. Chester
Wingert, ministered to the Hollowell Brethren
in Christ congregation in the absence of the
pastor Sunday morning, August 25th.
A fellowship and farewell supper was held
Thursday evening August 29th at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zercher in honor of
Mrs. Anna Zercher who has moved from # the
Waynesboro congregation to the Messiah Home
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Still another approach is the use of sincere compliments
such as "Your home has such a lovely feeling of restfulness!"
To give or ask a favor also may be used for a contact
point. Ask for a pencil or a drink of water. Jesus knew the
value of the "point of contact." One day on a "needs must"
journey He met a sinful woman who needed a Saviour.
He said simply, "Give me a drink," and soon a life story of
sin came flooding forth from the aching heart of the woman
with whom He spoke. From this one wise contact, there
spread a citywide revival.
These are only five little suggestions to assist you in
your visitation work; yet, from experience I know many
times they will open the door so you may graciously enter
and present Christ. —Sunday School Counselor

The youth of the Junior and Junior High departments of the Upland
Sunday school join with their adult leaders to dedicate the Junior
Library which is an extension of the Central Library. The adults
are left to right: Stan Long, Superintendent of the Junior Department; Elbert Smith, pastor; and Robert Tidgwell, Superintendent
of the Junior High department.

in Harrisburg, Pa. The W M P C sponsored a
money tree as a gift from the group.
Pastor Thomas Bouch resigned the pastorate
at South Mountain to accept the invitation to
the pastorate at Adney Gap, Va.
Rev. William Martin will serve as interim
pastor at the Searights Church near Uniontown, Pa.
Rev. Ernest Dohner was installed as pastor
of the Mt. Holly Springs Church on September
15.
Miss Lois Brubaker, John Schock, Jr., and
Donald Wingert were welcomed back to their
respective congregations after completing a
period of Voluntary Service in Africa recently.
A farewell service was held from their home
church at Cedar Springs, Pa., for Dr. and
Mrs. Henry Kreider Wednesday evening August 28. They left for India September 8.
Richard W. Long of Mill Hall, Pa., left September 7 for two years of I-W service at the
Navajo Mission, New Mexico.
A baptismal service for four was held from
the Cedar Springs Church August 18.
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Brubaker, who gave
three years in Voluntary medical service at

the Navajo Mission, attended the Mt. Pleasant
Church of which he is a member, on Sunday
August 25. He gave a message on the "Challenge of Voluntary Service for Christ." In the
evening Miss Esther Brubaker showed pictures
of Israel and gave a report of her recent trip
there. August 18 Martha Brubaker and Charles
Starr shared their testimonies of the Lord's
leading them to voluntary service in Zambia
for a two-year term. An offering was given
to them as a token of the congregation's support in love and prayer as they go.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
Thursday, September 5, Dale Bicksler,
Ronald Book, Carl Rasor and Richard Martin
sailed to Africa to take up their assignments
in I-W work for a two-year period.
Rev. Jesse Dourte was installed as pastor
of the Mastersonville Brethren in Christ
Church Sunday morning, September 8.
Jane Light left Monday, August 26, for
assignment as a teacher under the Mennonite
Central Committee for service in Newfoundland. John Ebersole left September 7 for
Brooklyn, New York, to serve as assistant
pastor of the Brooklyn Brethren in Christ
Church. Both are members of the Palmyra
Brethren in Christ Church.

(13)

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Beginning at 10:00 A.M. Saturday, October
5, Lovefeast services will be held at the
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church. There will
be afternoon service at 2:00 P. M. and another at 7:00 P. M. Dr. Owen Alderfer of
Ashland, Ohio, will be the speaker. These services will conclude with the Sunday Morning
worship hour.
"Bishop E. J. Swalm ministered the Word
in the morning service September 1 when six
members were received into church fellowship. Four of them were saved within the
past year." This good news comes from the
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church near Stevensville, Ontario.
The Collingwood, Ontario Brethren in Christ
Church dedicated a new electric organ, May
19.
Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church concluded a special fund drive by installing an
$800.00 piano in their sanctuary.
A very interesting item from the report on
the Minister's Seminar held at Camp Kahquah
by Rev. George Sheffer was this: "In reminiscing, these were wonderful days when forty
church leaders and friends shared in fellowship around the Word of God. Very uniquely
was the fact that Canada's oldest Brethren in
Christ minister, Rev. Alvin Winger; his sonin-law, minister Allan Heise; and his grandson minister, Walter Kelly; could share in
this seminar. Very significant was the fact
that Canada's youngest missionary, Jim Cober
and wife from India, could also share in this
seminar."
Sunday September 8, Pastor James Sider
was installed at the Oak Ridges Brethren in
Christ Church.
In the evening service of September 8,
Pastor Wayne Schiedel was installed at the
Rosebank Ghurch.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE

On September 1, Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, Tenn., welcomed Bro. W . C. Crook, a
local Methodist minister, who will b e serving
them for an interim period.
The Bethel Church at Merrill, Mich., h a d a
farewell service for their youth who were
leaving for service and college. Twenty-eight
gathered at the parsonage. This group has
purchased lights for the front of the church.
Recently the K.Y.B. Club (Know Your Bible)
had the Sunday evening program at the Bethel
Church at Merrill, Mich. Included in the
program were songs, scripture selections,
recitation in costume of the different nationalities and a flannel-graph feature.
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation broke
ground for a new $75,000.00 Christian Education Building, September 1. The new building
will b e an integral part of the present church
plant.
The Ernest Dohners were featured at a
farewell at Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, Tennessee Sunday evening, September 1. They
have moved to Pennsylvania to pastor the
Mt. Holly Springs Church and assist in
landscaping and maintenance at Messiah
College Campus.
Rev. and Mrs. David Wenger of New Paris,
Indiana were installed in the Mooretown,
Michigan pastorate Sunday, September 22.
Rev. Melvin Stauffer concluded a 25 year
ministry at Mooretown, Michigan with farewell services, Sunday, September 15. Their
plans include moving north to the area east
of 'Gladwin where Brother Stauffer will reopen the log church known as Oak Grove.
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Lawrence and Shirley Yoder will begin a
ministry to the Union Grove Church for one
year starting the last Sunday in September.
Brother Yoder is entering his third year at
Elkhart Seminary.
M I D W E S T AND PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E S
The major event of the Pacific Regional
Conference for the young people this summer
was the camping programs at Mile High Pines
from July 29-August 3. The Camp Director
was George Hostetler; Camp Pastor, Henry
N. Miller. T h e theme was "Fingerprints of
God."
September 8 the new pastor for the Brethren
in Christ Church at Ontario, Calif., Rev. Aaron
Stern, was installed.
A missionary service was held on August
25 in the Chino Brethren in Christ Church,
Chino, Calif., with Harriet Trautwein speaking and showing slides of the ministry to
youth in Mexico.
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KANAGY—Rebecca Jane, born August 20,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Karl Kanagy of the
Fairview, Pa., congregation.
MOORE—Randy Flint, b o m August 2 1 , 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Travis Moore, Bethel congregation, Va.

BEINHOWER-COOK—Miss Sandra Kay Cook,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Blaine Cook, became
the bride of Daniel H. Beinhower, son of the
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Beinhower, June 15,
1968, in the Fairview Brethren in Christ
Church, Reesers Summit, Pa., with Rev. Harvey Beinhower ofBciating, assisted by Rev.
Samuel Oldham.
BOTTS-BONNER—Miss Nancy Carol Bonner,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Bonner,
Lewisberry, Pa., became the bride of Mr.
Timothy R. Botts, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Botts, New Cumberland, Pa., August 17, 1968.
The ceremony was performed by Rev. Jay E.
Sisco in the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church.
BRAND-MCBETH—Miss Rachel E. McBeth,
Upland, Calif., daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
Paul W . McBeth, Chambersburg, Pa., became
the bride of Mr. William Brand, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Herbert Brand, Ventura, Calif., June
22, 1968. The ceremony was performed in the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church, Upland,
Calif., with Rev. McBeth officiating, assisted
by Rev. James Minnich.
BRUBAKER-HOLLENDER — Miss Ruth Eileen
Brubaker, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Arthur
Brubaker, Allisonia, Va., and Mr. Bruce Arthur
Hollender, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hollender, Sharon, Mass., were united in marriage
August 17, 1968, in the Skyline View Brethren
in Christ Church, Harrisburg, Pa., with Rev.
John Arthur Brubaker performing the ceremony.
CROW-WiTMER-On Saturday June 27, 1968,
Miss Dorothy Ann Witmer, Etters, Pa., became
the bride of Mr. Terry Lee Crow, Middletown, Pa. The ceremony was the first to take
place in the new Redland Valley Church and
was performed by Rev. Jay E. Sisco, pastor
of the church.
DAVIS-ZIMMERMAN—Miss Nora Zimmerman,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Zimmerman,
Hershey, Pa., became the bride of Jeremiah
Davis, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah
Davis, Sr., Lebanon, Pa., August 24, 1968.

The ceremony was performed in the Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Paul
Whitmoyer, assisted by Rev. David Climenhaga.
HEISEY-RESSLER — Miss Mary Ann Ressler,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Ressler,
Mt. Joy, Pa., became the bride of Mr. Elwood
Heisey, son of Mr. and Mrs. David Heisey of
Mt. Joy, Pa. T h e ceremony was performed
in the Mt. Calvary Church, Elizabethtown,
Pa., by Rev. John Fleck, pastor of the bride.
HOCHSTETLER-HOSTETLER — Miss LeAnna
Hostetler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eldon
Hostetler, Middlebury, Ind., and Lamar Evert
Hochstetler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Hochstetler, Nappanee, were united in marriage at
the North Goshen Mennonite Church, with
Rev. A. Don Augsburger officiating.
STARR-BRUBAKER — Miss Martha Brubaker,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Menno Brubaker
of the Mt. Pleasant Church, near Mt. Joy, Pa.,
became the bride of Mr. Charles Starr, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Starr of Sandusky,
Mich., August 24, 1968. The ceremony was
performed in the Conoy Church by the bride's
pastor, Rev. Earl Martin, Jr., assisted by the
pastor of the groom, Rev. Melvin Stauffer.
SWITZER-ELKINS — Miss Vickie Sue Elkins,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Elkins, San
Jose, Calif., and Mr. Robert Switzer, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Switzer, Tijeras, N. M.,
were united in marriage on August 9, 1968.
The ceremony was performed at the Sandia
Brethren in Christ Church in Albuquerque.
Pastor Ethan M. Gramm officiated, assisted by
the groom's uncle, Rev. Robert Bushnell.
TYRRELL-LECKIE — Miss Edna Jane Leckie,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Cole,
Hamilton, Ontario, and Mr. Gerald Tyrrell,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Grant Tyrrell, Fisherville, Ontario, were united in marriage in the
Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church in
Hamilton, August 22, 1968. Rev. J. Allan
Heise officiated.
WOODLAND-MAIN—Miss Judith Ann Main,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Main, Wainfleet, Ontario, became the bride of Mr. Keith
Lyle Woodland, son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Edward Woodland, Kingston, Ontario, August
17, 1968, in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church. Pastor Edward Gilmore performed
the ceremony assisted by the groom's pastor,
Rev. K. B. Bauder of the Free Methodist
Church in Kingston.

OSi&mfeA
ENGBRECHT—Mrs. Eva Engbrecht was born
on August 30, 1897, near Freeman, S. D.,
and passed away August 1, 1968. On August
19,1942, she was united in marriage to Rev.
John J. Engbrecht of Sunnyside Bible School,
who passed away Nov. 20, 1954. They were
married in Des Moines, Iowa, Brethren in
Christ Church of which they both were
members.
She is survived by two step-daughters, Mrs.
Rosa Bos Myers, Glendale, California, and
Mrs. Elizabeth Becker (wife of our pastor
at Springfield, Ohio); four step-grandchildren
and three step-great-grandchildren.
Funeral
service was conducted at the Bridgewater,
S. D., United Missionary Church.
FORRY—Mrs. Ada Forry, aged 74 years, wife
of Benjamin Forry of near Mt. Joy, Pa.,
passed away at the General Hospital, Lancaster, July 30, 1968. She is survived by two
daughters, Mrs. Nathan Bruckhart and Mrs.
Robert Grobengieser and five stepchildren:
Irvin M., Musser, Henry M., Anna Mary, and

Evangelical Visitor

Miriam at home. The funeral service was held
at the Mt. Pleasant Church with Pastor Earl
Martin, Graybill Wolgemuth and Ellis Lehman
officiating.
HESSE—Stacy Hesse, aged five years and
Murray Hesse, aged nine years, sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis Hesse of Hamilton, Ontario,
passed away very suddenly on August 20,
1968. The boys were members of the Ridgemount Sunday school. They are survived by
father and mother; sisters: Dianne and Joanne;
and brothers: Lewis, Rodney and Danny. The
funeral service was conducted in the Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church by Pastor
J. Allan Heise, assisted by Rev. H u g h Jamieson of the Faith Mission in Canada. Interment
in Mt. Hamilton Cemetery.
HOSTETTER—Abram N. Hostetter was born
April 13, 1878, died August 13, 1968, aged
90 years. H e was the last of his immediate
family. Surviving is an only daughter, Edna
Mae with whom he lived. H e was a member
of the Trinity Congregational Church, Mt.

Joy, Pa.

Funeral services were held at the Niesley
Funeral Home, Mt. Joy, Pa., with Rev. Glenn
Miller and Rev. B. E. Thuma officiating. Burial
was in the Cross Roads Cemetery.
MYERS—Barbara Erb Myers, 72, was born
April 12, 1896 in Lancaster, Pa. and passed
away suddenly August 7, 1968 in Harrisburg,
Pa. She was a charter member of the Skyline
View Brethren in Christ Church. She was
united in marriage to Noah S. Myers in 1918.
She is survived by her husband; two sons:
Rev. Paul E. Myers of Altoona, Pa., and
Robert of Camarilla, Calif.; three daughters:
Ruth
Grissinger,
Harrisburg, Pa.,
Helen
Coombs, Thousand Oaks, Calif., and Mary
Shelton of Macomb, 111.; 21 grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. A brother and three
sisters also survive.
Funeral service was held in the Skyline
View Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor
John Arthur Brubaker officiating, assisted by
Rev. Robert J. Miller and her son, Rev. Paul
E. Myers. Interment was in the Shoop's Cemetery, Colonial Park, Pa.

WINGER—Mrs. Henry Winger was born
March 2, 1902, died August 23, 1968. She
was converted and united with the German
Baptist Church in 1926.
She is survived by her husband, Henry of
Maple, Ontario; three sons: Clifford, Gerald,
and Ray; three daughters: Bernice, Jean, and
Ruth; 18 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Brethren in Christ Church, Vaughan township by Hermain Shuman of Pendleton,
Indiana. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Word has been received of the death
of Mrs. Arthur Climenhaga on Friday,
September 13. Memorial services were
held at the Upland Church, Sunday,
September 15, and at the Grantham
Church, Tuesday, September 17. Interment at Grantham.
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Alcohol—Top Factor in Traffic Deaths
More than 50 per cent of the drivers killed
in single-vehicle accidents are drunk, and
drinking by drivers and pedestrians kills about
25,000 Americans a year.
These statistics are included in a study issued by the Department of Transportation
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which claims that Alcohol is the. largest single
factor in traffic deaths.
Indian Mennonites Observe Day
Of Prayer for Peace in Vietnam
The Mennonite churches in India have
become vitally concerned about Vietnam. The
Mennonite Christian Service Fellowship of
India has issued an appeal to its constituency
—the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches together with the United Missionary
churches—to set apart Sunday, Sept. 8, as a
day of prayer for peace in Vietnam.
Lutherans on Conscientious Objection
The Fourth Biennial Convention of the
Lutheran Church in America on June 19-27,
1988 adopted a statement on conscientious
objection.
The statement supports not only religious
objectors to all wars, as in the past, but calls
for the recognition of objectors to particular
wars, and of "all conscientious objectors"
whether the basis of their stand is specifically
religious or not.
Carl Henry Waves Flag Before
Glazed-Eyed Evangelicals
Signs of the times point to stormy weather
but few evangelical forecasters seem to detect
the ominous events forthcoming, says Dr. Carl
F . H. Henry, the recently-resigned editor of
Christianity Today.
The distinguished editor sees a rising tide
of anti-clericalism in America, he says, yet
worries because "many evangelicals (are)
complacent about it and even gratified by it."
He says he sees a falling away of church
attendance, particularly in mainstream churches, "and many evangelicals rejoicing in it." A
weakening of support for many long-established religious enterprises too is seen by Henry
who charged that some evangelicals are
"counting it all gain."
The time has come, says Henry, for evangelicals to lower the fences that divide them—
fences between the American Council of
Christian Churches and the National Association of Evangelicals and evangelicals in the
National Council of Churches. He hopes for
the "full entry to the renewing power of
the Bible and the Holy Spirit."
"If you are not satisfied with the way E.
Stanley Jones, or Norman Vincent Peale, or
Billy Graham, or this present lesser liminary,
holds out hope to this generation, then for
heaven's sake, for God's sake and the Gospel's
sake, don't exhaust your energies in indexing
their faults—which are many—but light a
brighter light and live a life of greater power,"
cries the theologian.
Evangelical Symposium Studies
Birth Control and Abortion
An evangelical Protestant symposium held
in Portsmouth, N. H., declared that birth
control is "not in itself forbidden or sinful,
providing the reasons for it are in harmony
with the total revelation of God for the individual life."
The interdenominational meeting of 30
evangelical physicians, psychiatrists, lawyers,
sociologists and theologians disagreed on
whether all abortions are sinful, but was in
accord on "the necessity and permissability"
of abortions under certain circumstances.
The 1,000-word declaration of the symposium on the Control of Human Reproduction
began with a strong affirmation of the holiness
of sexual intercourse, implicitly rejecting negative views of sex sometimes held by conservative Protestants. It opposed situation
ethics and condemned extra-marital intercourse.
Co-sponsors of the symposium were the
4,000-member Christian Medical Society and
Christianity Today, evangelical fortnightly.

United Church Urges Israel
Withdrawal from Arab Areas
Israel should withdraw from Arab territories
captured during the lightning war of 1967 and
allow displaced persons to return to their
homes, the 23rd General Council of the United
Church of Canada said at their meeting in
Kingston, Ont.
It supported a statement issued by its executive committee last May. The executive; said
then that the Arabs should "recognize Israel
and allow her to live in peace, secure from
threats and acts of force."
65,000 Hear Billy Graham on
Labor Day Week E n d
Approximately 65,000 people heard Evangelist Billy Graham in Pitt Stadium over the
Labor Day week end to open the evangelist's
first crusade in Pittsburgh, Pa., since 1952.
An average of 1,000 persons in each service
moved out of the crowds to commit their
lives to Jesus Christ in the huge stadium.
Mr. Graham noted that the large number
of inquirers during the 10-day campaign indicated a greater hunger for God by the average
man today as compared to the early 1950's.
He found it interesting, he said, to see that
the largest percentage of inquirers were in the
30 to 49 age bracket. Most of his crusades
during the past three years have been youth
crusades, with as much as 50 to 75 per cent
of the audience in the under-25 age bracket.
Slain Ambassador was
Son of Missionaries
John Gordon Mein, U. S. ambassador to
Guatemala who was assassinated there Aug. 28,
was the son of Southern Baptist missionaries
to Brazil, the late Dr. and Mrs. John Mein.
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
also reported that the late ambassador's
brother David is president of the North Brazil
Baptist Theological Seminary in Recife, and
his stepmother, Mrs. Mildred Cox Mein, is a
missionary teacher at the Northeast Baptist
Bible Institute in Feira de Santana, Brazil.
Brother Takes Dr. King's
Atlanta Pulpit
The Rev. A. D . Williams King, minister of
Zion Baptist Church, Louisville, will become
co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s brother will thus
fill the post held by the slain clergyman.
8,000 Expected at 1969 Evangelism
Congress in Minneapolis
A United States counterpart to the 1966
World Congress on Evangelism in Berlin has
been announced with dates set for Sept. 8-14,
1989.
The congress is expected to draw some
8,000 religious leaders from North America to
the Minneapolis auditorium where the sevenday program will focus attention on the needs
of America for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann of St. Louis,
speaker on the internationally broadcast Lutheran Hour, has accepted the position as
chairman of the congress. Evangelist Billy
Graham will serve as honorary chairman.
In announcing the Congress, Dr. Hoffmann
declared, "We desire at this time to bear a
solid demonstrable witness to the central fact
that personal faith in Jesus Christ is the
way of salvation to all who will believe and
receive Him."
Church of God Convention Ends
Two Weeks of 24-Hour Prayer
Dr. Charles W. Conn, general overseer of
the 1968 Church of God General Assembly
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meeting in Dallas said in his keynote address,
August 15, that the leadership of the church
had prayed night and day prior to the convention for two weeks to set the tone for
revival eagerly sought by the leadership of
the Cleveland, Tenn.-based denomination.
"We have gained over half a million members," Dr. Conn told the delegates, "but there
are millions more waiting to hear our message."
Christian Life Reveals Size, Conviction
Of Nation's Top Sunday Schools
Of the nation's 20 largest Sunday schools,
17 are Baptist, according to a seminarian's
survey reported in the Sept. 1968 issue of
Christian Life magazine.
The average attendance per Sunday of the
top 20 is 2,811, says Elmer Towns, professor
of Christian education at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, and each employs an average
size staff of 364.
"Basically, these Sunday schools have in
common a conviction on the part of the
minister and members of the Sunday school
staff that men and women must be converted
to Jesus Christ," says Professor Towns.
Different Types of Marriages Advocated
By Anthropologist Margaret Mead
Four decades of study, with particular attention to marriage and family, has convinced
Anthropologist Margaret Mead that American
society is ready for different kinds of marriages.
Miss Mead, curator of ethnology at the
American Museum of Natural History and
professor at Columbia University, recommends
young adults not ready for children be offered
individual "trial" marriage contracts into
which they can enter legally.
"I don't think they should be ready for
children until they have tried marriage for
a couple of years first," she says in an article
for the August 23 issue of L I F E magazine.
"Then, after a couple know they can get
on together, there could be a second kind
of marriage involving parental responsibility.
I proposed it because the only alternative today seems to be getting married and getting
divorced and getting remarried and getting
divorced.
Czech Youth See Revival, Says
Touring Church Secretary
A strong spiritual vitality and dynamic for
the Gospel is evidenced in Czechoslovakia, especially among youth, according to a Minneapolis church executive just returned from a
youth congress in Germany.
The Rev. Kenneth M. Meyer, executive
director of the Christian Education department of the Evangelical Free Church of
America, said on his return from a 12-country
youth conclave in Dassel, Germany that four
young Czechs were allowed to attend at t h e
last moment and reported to the congress in
great detail the spiritual awakening that continues to be felt throughout the land.
Vietnam Refugees To Receive
50,000 Blankets
T h e first 1,000 blankets in a projected
shipment of 50,000 by the World Relief Commission was delivered personally to refugees
of the Vietnam conflict by the Commission's
executive vice president, Dr. Everett S.
Graffam.
The work is two-dimensional, as noted by
the slogan: "Food for the body and food for
the soul." The Commission originated as the
relief arm of the National Association of
Evangelicals.

Negroes Seek Ecclesiastical Power
Despite the announced good intentions of
all denominations toward racial harmony, Negroes are finding little of the acceptance among
white congregations they had hoped for.
The words belong to the Rev. J. Metz
Rollins, executive director of the National
Council of Negro Churchmen formed less
than a year ago.
There are an estimated two million Negroes
in predominantly white denominations, a figure
well below the combined membership of the
two largest Negro churches, the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.
Roman Catholicism claims almost 800,000
Negro worshippers, the magazine said. Even
so, they represent barely two per cent of the
total Catholic population of the U. S.
Negroes account for only 400,000 or so of
the 11 million members of the United Methodist Church, and for 90,000 out of 3.4
million Episcopalians.
War Can Neither Be Lost Nor Won
Says VCS Director
Some accommodation between the opposing
forces is necessary before there can be peace
in Vietnam, according to the retiring director
of Vietnam Christian Service ( V C S ) .
Paul Leatherman commented on his impression of Vietnam shortly before leaving after
serving two years as head of the ecumenical
agency coordinated for the Churches by the
Mennonite Central Committee.
He said his picture of Vietnam was one
of a confusion of all the opposing forces such
as North versus South, Christian versus Buddhist, business people versus poor landowners.
"They are all pulling apart, instead of building
together," he stated. "Neither side (of the
military) can win or lose. Some kind of
negotiation and accommodation is needed before Vietnam will get peace. If the other side
felt it was defeated it would quit fighting, and
the same is true of the U.S. . . . But I have
faith in the U. S., that we may recognize a
number of mistakes and correct them."
New Zealand Christians to Adopt
Vietnam Orphans
The New Zealand National Council of
Churches and the Roman Catholic St. Vincent
de Paul Society have won government approval
for a joint scheme to bring a small number of
Vietnamese orphans to New Zealand for adoption.
The Faith of the Men Who Run
Three Protestants and one Roman Catholic
comprise the presidential and vice presidential
nominees' slate of the two major U.S. political
parties.
Mr. Richard Milhous Nixon remains a member of the East Whittier Friends Church in
California, as were his Quaker parents now
deceased.
His running mate, Spiro Theodore Agnew, is
a member of St. Ann's Episcopal Church in
Annapolis, Maryland.
The Vice President of the United States,
Hubert Horatio Humphrey, is a member of the
United Church of Christ.
Mr. Edmund Sixtus Muskie, U.S. Senator
from Maine and the former ex-governor of
the state, is the one Roman Catholic of the
four.

Mclntire Group Indicts Rome
A resolution was passed unanimously by
500 voting delegates to the 7th world congress of the International Council of Christian
Churches strongly condemning the papacy of
the Roman Catholic Church as "a system of
bondage and tyranny—the bondage and tyranny
of anti-Christianity."
The resolution deploring Roman Catholicism
was the strongest passed at the 11-day congress. The group charged that Pope Paul's
recently issued encyclical on birth control
"usurps authority over all the governments of
the world." The pope, it said, has used the
ecumenical movement "to destroy all the
marvelous work of the reformation."
3.8 Million U.S. Crimes Reported in 1967
During 1967 there were 3,802,300 crimes
committed in all parts of the nation, an increase of 16.5 over the previous year, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's director J. Edgar Hoover.
The urban complex of Los Angeles-Long
Beach had the highest crime rate, according
to the FBI's "Uniform Crime Reports-1967"
just released to the public. This area suffered
4,117.4 crimes per 100,000 population.
Other cities among the top 10 with the
highest rate were listed in this order: New
York City; Oakland, Calif.; Miami, Fla.; Baltimore, Md.; Detroit, Mich.; Phoenix, Ariz.;
Augusta, Ga.; New Orleans, La.; and Fresno,

Calif.

Dignitaries To Tackle Alcohol
Problems at National Meet
Alcoholic Americans and their problems will
be the subject of concern at the Sept. 11-13
U.S. Conference on Alcohol Problems to be
held at the Statler-Hilton Hotel, Washington,
D . C.
Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon will tell
of his personal Christian experience and introduce Paul Harvey at Constitution Hall during the Conference.
Some 3,000 delegates are expected, including 300 executives, staff members and directors
of state organizations o.n alcohol problems.
The American Council on Alcohol Problems
is described by its executive director, Dr. Billy
E . McCormack, as a "Christian, non-profit,
education organization coordinating efforts of
individuals, state alcohol education organizations, churches of many denominations and
other agencies."
Massive New Relief Effort
Awaits Cease-Fire in Biafra
The on-again-off-again relief program to
save millions in Nigeria from death by starvation is expected to make significant strides
now that the days of Biafra's military resistance to the Federal troops appear to be
numbered.
Officials at the United Nations see no reason
why the Nigerian Government in Lagos should
continue its reluctance, and even opposition, to
relief shipments now that most of the Biafran
refugees and hunger-wracked population are
in Federal hands.
According to latest reports from eye-witnesses in the rebel-held area, the average
toll of hunger in refugee camps and the adjoining bush villages has reached 1,200 a day
in the Biafran area alone.
The situation in Federal-occupied territory
is not better.
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